Final Research Paper
Directions:


For this paper you will choose a problem related to work and employment that we have discussed in class, and propose a potential solution to it.  The solution could be a national, state or local government policy, a better way of enforcing an existing policy, a policy that a specific workplace could implement, new technology, a way to restructure the workplace or something that consumers, unions or social movements could do.  Make sure to explain what the problem is, why it is a problem, what the potential solution is and why you think the solution will work.  The solution does not have to entirely eliminate the problem, but at least make it less severe.  Try to provide some evidence of why you think it will work.  For example, you may find it helpful to find examples of places where similar policies have been implemented, and explain what the outcome was.  This paper will involve outside research.  You should use at least 2 course readings as well as at least 3 outside readings.  Lecture slides do not count as class readings.  If you are having trouble finding 2 applicable course readings, I will allow you to use a film or video clip from class in place of one reading.  The outside readings should be from reputable sources such as academic books, academic journals or newspapers.  The problem needs to be something we discussed in class, but the solution can be something we have discussed or something we haven't discussed.

Your paper should include the following:

1. An introduction and conclusion

2. A description of the problem

3. Why you think this problem is important to address

4. What your potential solution is

5. Why you think this solution will work

Requirements:

The paper must be 5-8 full pages long.  If you need to use a little over 8 pages, that is fine, but it cannot be shorter than 5 full pages.

You must use at least 2 class readings and at least 3 outside readings.

The paper should be double spaced, use 12 point Times New Roman as the font, and have 1-inch margins.

 Staple the rubric to the hard copy of your paper that you turn in.

Citations: Please use ASA or APA style for your in-text citations and your bibliography. Make sure to cite all of your sources properly, and be sure to use in-text citations, not just cite your sources in your bibliography. Your paper will be scanned by an originality check software program to check for plagiarism, so it is important that you cite all of your sources and cite them properly. Remember to include page numbers for paraphrases and direct quotes, and use quotation marks for direct quotes. If you have any questions about citations, please ask me. 

Turning the paper in:

The paper is due Monday, April 22nd.  You will need to turn in two copies of this paper. Turn in an electronic copy to the assignment folder on Carmen before the beginning of class. This will be scanned with originality check software. Bring a hard copy to class, with the rubric attached to it. Please staple or paperclip your paper before turning it in.

Rubric

10             9            8          7            6          5         4          3           2         1          0

Excellent                   Good                         Fair                  Poor                      Missing

Followed Directions/Requirements                                                                        ____

Organization                                                                                                           ____

Spelling, Grammar and Sentence Structure                                                            ____

Sophistication and Originality                                                                                ____

Thorough description of problem and importance                                                 ____

Thorough description of potential solution                                                            ____

Provides evidence that solution could work                                                          ____

Clear argument, well supported by sources                                                           ____

Uses 2 class readings and demonstrates comprehension                                       ____

Correct Citations                                                                                                    ____











Total ____
